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14th Annual NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN 

FILM & VIDEO FESTIVAL
November 17 – 30, 2011

Over Six days of films + videos by and about Native Americans and international Indigenous & Native Peoples

presented by

 the Eastern Cherokee, Southern Iroquois and United Tribes of SC, Inc. In Collaboration with Newberry College, 

USC Office of Multicultural Student Affairs

  NICKELODEN THEATRE of the COLUMBIA FILM SOCIETY 

Tickets: $7.50 general admission; $6.50 seniors/active military; $5.50 CFS Members and 

Tribal Cardholders & USC Students FREE

FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION ON THE SHEDULE, VISIT WWW.CHEROKEESOFSOUTHCAROLINA.COM
Free Programs at USC Russell House Theater

November 1, 2011, 11 am-1:30 pm,  USC Russell House theater

Opening Ceremony- Kick off for Native American Heritage Month

For the Rights of All: Ending Jim Crow In Alaska 

(56 minutes) 2009 Filmmaker: Jeff Silverman

This program tells the true-life story of an extraordinary Alaskan woman who becomes an unlikely hero in the fight for civil rights. Elizabeth Peratrovich—a young, unassuming Tlingit Indian mother of three testified before the Alaska State Senate in 1945 and swayed the floor vote with her compelling testimony in favor of the passage of the Anti-Discrimination Bill, the first civil rights bill passed in the United States since the Civil War.
THE OTHER SIDE OF HIP HOP THE SIXTH ELEMENT  

2008   By Dion Michael Ashman     87 minutes
The Other Side of Hip Hop: The Sixth Element, winner of Best Documentary at the Big Apple Film Festival for its narrated portrayal of celebrated Hip Hop photographer Ernie Paniccioli. He is a Cree Native American Indian, who grew up in Brooklyn, New York. His photography of hip hop began in the 1970s with shots of graffiti in New York. This film details the life, work in Hip Hop and social activism of long time Hip Hop Photo Activist, Shooting artists ranging from Kool Herc, Grandmaster Flash, Afrika Bambaataa to Little Bow Wow and Little Romeo. All of these components are brought together in this very touching and edutaining documentary that is written, produced and directed by Dion Michael Ashman. The Documentary also features Key industry types such as Power 105.1, Ed Lover, Flava Flav, Lin-Que, Crazy Legs, YoYo, Salt & Pepa, Afrika Bambaataa, Russell Simmons and Hip Hops conscious voice Chuck D. of Public Enemy.
November 17, 2011, 5:30 am –8:30 pm, Nickelodeon Theater  

(Refreshments)

Every Emotion Costs (90 min) 
Darlene Naponse (Canada) 2011, Eastcoast Premiere, 90 min
A dramatic feature that follows the reality of one woman’s journey of returning home to the reserve to face family, community, and the ceremony of death. Starring Michelle St. John, Tantoo Cardinal, Nathaniel Arcand, and Roseanne Supernault. Darlene Naponse’s second feature film explores the struggles of returning home and the challenges of facing long-buried family demons. As teenagers, June and Quilla ran away from their northern Ontario reserve, leaving behind a mentally-ill mother and their youngest sister, Ella. Years later, June and Quilla – their relationship now strained – return to their First Nation upon news of their mother’s death. While there, the three sisters must come to terms with feelings of abandonment, the harsh realities of abuse and the nature of family. Featuring strong performances by stars Michelle St. John, Roseanne Supernault, Tantoo Cardinal and Nathaniel Arcand, Every Emotion Costs gorgeously portrays the northern Ontario landscape through lush cinematography and is sure to be a local Festival crowd-pleaser.
 
River of Renewal (56:46)

Filmmaker- Jack Kohler
River of Renewal tells the story of conflict over the resources of California and Oregon's Klamath Basin. Over the years, different dominant groups have extracted its minerals, trees, and water with disastrous consequences, including the collapse of industries and of wild salmon populations. The film follows Jack Kohler, a Yurok/Karuk Indian who grew up in San Francisco, on a journey of self-discovery in the land of his ancestors. Jack learns about the ancient cultural traditions of his people and also their modern-day struggles to defend tribal rights and the Klamath River. RIVER OF RENEWAL documents protest and acts of civil disobedience as Indian tribes, farmers, and commercial fishermen defend their ways of life. It witnesses a remarkable turnaround as politically polarized stakeholders and government agencies overcome bitter divisions in reaching a consensus about the future. River of Renewal examines the water and wildlife crisis in the Klamath Basin—a bioregion larger than nine of the fifty states. The communities that harvest food from the Klamath Basin—raising crops and cattle, catching salmon in the river and offshore—have all suffered due to the lack of enough water to serve the needs of irrigation and fisheries alike.

November 20, 2011, 11 am -5 pm, Nickelodeon Theater

A Celebration of Native Short Films (Various Genres, Music videos & Student Films)

This annual festival of Native American Video & Film has shown, over its twelve-year history, a variety of evocative short films that captured the imagination of the audiences, brought tears of sorrow and joy to the eyes of viewers, and left many with much to reflect on. This adventurous short film program celebrates the artistry of Native filmmakers and music videos and others who offer new perspectives on their traditional cultural heritages and contemporary lifestyles.

The Graffiti

Arlene Bowman - Dine' (Navajo) (30 minutes)

Although Jean Biah Lee, an Anishinabe First Nations woman is unsuccessful in changing the racism of two white, redneck males who have spray-painted graffiti around Vancouver aimed at Indigenous people, she rebounds from the injustice by writing about it.

Illegal Anger 

Arlene Bowman - Dine' (Navajo) (3:50 minutes)

Illegal Anger is a video song poem, about racism, sexism and egotism; also about dance, my hope. 

Inheritance (USA Priemere)
2011, Canada, 10 min, Director: Joe E. Ironstand 
A drug-induced blackout forces a young man to look at the intergenerational impact of the residential school experience on his life and the lives of his loved ones.  Joe E. Ironstand (Ojibway) is a filmmaker, writer and alum of the National Screen Institute’s New Voices and Weengushk Film Institute’s Lab 1. Inheritance is Ironstand’s first film at Weengushk.
“MICHAEL BUCHER - SACRED GROUND”  MUSIC VIDEO (10 min)

From the song Sacred Ground, originally released on his award-winning album “Believe” in 2009, three-time Native American Music Award-winning Cherokee musician Michael Bucher proudly announces the world premiere music video release of Sacred Ground, extended. The Sacred Ground music video, which is performed by Michael Bucher, addresses the oftentimes lackluster perceptions toward today’s Native American sacred sites. _____________________________________________________________________________

MATO PAHA: RALLY TO PROTECT BEAR BUTTE

Directed by  Mitchell Zephier & Mark St. Pierre   60 min

Known to the Lakota as "Mato Paha" or Bear Butte this sacred mountain is held in reverence not only by the Lakota & Dakota but numerous other Plains Indian tribes as well. Increasingly encroached upon by campgrounds, biker bars, and convenience stores "Mato Paha" dramatically illuminates the struggle between native traditionalists, who regard Bear Butte as a place of quiet sanctity, fasting, and prayer, and non-Indian businesses that seek to exploit the land around the mountain for personal profit. In this documentary we follow a protest in Sturgis from Bear Butte to the Meade County court house where the hearing for a liquor license will be issued to Jay Allen, a Californian who started construction on a biker bar only 2.5 miles from the base of Bear Butte exclusively for the annual "Sturgis Bike Rally". Mato Paha follows this struggle for religious rights from 2006 until the present.

River of Renewal (56:46)

Filmmaker- Jack Kohler
River of Renewal tells the story of conflict over the resources of California and Oregon's Klamath Basin. Over the years, different dominant groups have extracted its minerals, trees, and water with disastrous consequences, including the collapse of industries and of wild salmon populations. The film follows Jack Kohler, a Yurok/Karuk Indian who grew up in San Francisco, on a journey of self-discovery in the land of his ancestors. Jack learns about the ancient cultural traditions of his people and also their modern-day struggles to defend tribal rights and the Klamath River. RIVER OF RENEWAL documents protest and acts of civil disobedience as Indian tribes, farmers, and commercial fishermen defend their ways of life. It witnesses a remarkable turnaround as politically polarized stakeholders and government agencies overcome bitter divisions in reaching a consensus about the future. River of Renewal examines the water and wildlife crisis in the Klamath Basin—a bioregion larger than nine of the fifty states. The communities that harvest food from the Klamath Basin—raising crops and cattle, catching salmon in the river and offshore—have all suffered due to the lack of enough water to serve the needs of irrigation and fisheries alike.

Homeland: Four Portraits of Native Action

(2005) 90 min. Roberta Grossman ( Filmmaker) Katahdin Productions

Homeland: Four Portraits of Native Action, a ninety-minute documentary, is the first film to take a hard look at the

realities that many Indian nations sit on land threatened by ruinous environmental hazards - toxic waste, strip mining, oil drilling, and nuclear contamination. The realities that the tribes live with are bleak - children play near radioactive waste, rivers that tribes depend on for food are poisoned and reservations are completely surrounded by strip mines and smoke stacks spewing noxious fumes. This film tells the stories of five remarkable Native American activists in four communities who are fighting these "new Indian Wars" - each in his own way passionately dedicated to protecting Indian lands against disastrous environmental hazards, preserving their sovereignty and ensuring the cultural survival of their peoples. With the support of their communities, these leaders are actively rejecting the devastating affronts of multi-national energy companies and the current dismantling of 30 years of environmental laws. Filmed against some of America’s most spectacular backdrops, from Alaska to Maine and Montana to New Mexico, Homeland: Four Portraits of Native Action profiles the against-all-odds struggles of Native American leaders who are taking on powerful energy companies and government agencies to protect the environment for all Americans. A moving tribute to the power of grassroots organizing, Homeland is also a call-to-action against the current dismantling of thirty years of environmental laws.

From Alaska to Maine, Montana to New Mexico and against some of America's most spectacular backdrops, these first-person journeys unfold as our characters demand change, not sympathy, and rally grassroots support against the corporate and government behemoths who are exploiting and befouling tribal lands. The vision that sustains them from one battle to the next is of a future where U.S. energy consumption and waste production will not be at the expense of indigenous people.

Wisdom of the Wayshowers; “ New Paths to the Future”

Antara   Brandner  (2011)      27:33 Minutes
It’s quite apparent, that we are at most critical moment in human history, where we are seeing the questions of sustainability and survival redefined and where we go from this point forward. Wisdom of the Wayshowers; “ New Paths to the Future” follows documentary filmmaker, Antara Brandner, as she interviews 10 Wisdom keepers and Wayshowers asking questions for this time. Wisdom of the Wayshowers; “ New Paths to the Future, was created with the understanding that we are co-creationists and futurists, in the sense of believing that we can shape a positive future. Interviews with Drs JJ and Desiree Hurtak, Dr. Edgar Mitchell, Dr. Bruce Lipton, Dr. Will Moreau Goins, Barbara Marx Hubbard, Avon Mattison, Dannion Brinkley, Colin Andrews and Howard Wills, as they share their unique wisdom and knowledge, offering pathways to a positive future.
SMOKING FISH    

Directed by:  Luke Griswold-Tergis, Cory Mann 2011  Run time: 81 min.

Cory Mann is a quirky Tlingit businessman hustling to make a dollar in Juneau Alaska. He gets hungry for smoked salmon, nostalgic for his childhood, and decides to spend a summer smoking fish at his family’s traditional fish camp. The unusual story of his life and the untold history of his people interweave with the process of preparing traditional food as he struggles to pay his bills, keep the IRS off his back, and keep his business afloat. By turns tragic, bizarre, or just plain ridiculous, Smokin’ Fish, tells the story of one man’s attempts to navigate the messy zone of collision between the modern world and an ancient culture. This curious documentary follows Cory Mann, a member of the Alaskan Tlingit tribe who struggles to make a living selling Made-in-China knick-knacks imprinted with Tlingit motifs.  As Cory, both subject and co-director, takes his annual two-month salmon-smoking trip, he expounds on his life, his family, and his passion for smoking salmon.  Corey talks like somebody with mild Aspergers, which ironically is a syndrome that would probably give him the single-mindedness and attention to detail to be a great reservoir of cultural and family know-how.

 

November 21, 2011, 12 pm- 4 pm, USC Russell House theater 

THE LAST CONQUISTADOR (109 min)

A world famous sculptor embarks on a quixotic, ten-year quest to build the larges bronze state of its kind ever-created in human history.  Native Americas are horrified when they learn that the statue is of a man who murdered thousands of their ancestors and was known to hack off the feet of his victims. While The Last Conquistador follows John Houser as he realizes his artistic vision, it also chronicles the rise of a grass roots movement that stands in fierce opposition to the statue. Native Americans throughout the region vow to stop Housers' work because they see it as a monument to discrimination, subjugation and genocide.  Many feel it is simply evil. For many Hispanic citizens the statue of Juan de Onate represents a long over due recognition of the contribution their ancestors made to the building of the American west.  It is a heritage and a legacy that they believe has often been ignored, minimized and dismissed by mainstream America.
PASKENTA:NOMLAQA BODA- NOMLAQA BODA (I am nomlaki) 100 min
The Paskenta Band of the Nomlaki Indians
This 2-hour documentary currently in post-production traces the history of the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians from pre-contact through today.  After suffering indentured servitude and removal from their native lands, they were finally given their own rancheria in 1920. But in 1959 the federal government withdrew recognition of the Tribe and reclaimed the land. After more than 40 years, the Paskenta faced down the US Congress, asking for re-recognition as a sovereign nation
"The Pisim Project" 46 min (2010)

Co-Directed & Produced by Angela Mae Edmunds & Marcel Petit  

"The Pisim Project" is a film that follows a group of grade 10 students along their journey to building a house using energy efficient technology as well as traditional building methods in Cumberland House, Saskatchewan. The documentary shows what the students learned, what they saw, who they met and the process they went through in becoming role models for other youth in Canada and the world. This project gives these students a rare opportunity and insight into the world of energy efficient technology, possibly a first for youth of this age in Canada. The documentary follows the students over the course of several months through the design, construction and completion of this energy efficient house. With the help of a team of experts and community leaders, the students from Charlebois School in the Métis community of Cumberland House, Saskatchewan come together to build an energy efficient house. In collaboration with the University of Saskatchewans College of Engineering Department of Outreach and Transition and their teacher Ron Chatterson, the students join hands to design and build a house that they hope will serve as a stepping block for their future and the future of their community.

November 29th, 6 pm - 9 pm, USC Russell House Ballroom

Co SPONSORED by USC Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian Straight Alliance (BGLSA), Students Associated for Latin America (SALA), Safe Zone Ally Project

Traditional Indigenous Values

Filmmaker -Ruth Villaseñor  (8 minutes)

Traditional Indigenous Values', is an Indigenous Woman's perspective of the confrontational Yes on 8 rallies in the Bay Area. Historical photos of Native American acceptance of "Tow Spirited" people before colonization, along with interviews of Indigenous same sex couples married during this time compares Proposition 8 to the impact of colonization.
Two Spirits: Sexuality, Gender & the Murder of Fred Martinez 

(65 Minutes)  Director- Lydia Nibley 

In this film, pre-Christian Navajo traditional Navajo  "nadleeh" and stories of other "Two Spirits", who are traditionally esteemed as leaders, counselors, healers, medicine people, teachers and foster parents of orphans will be feature. Two Spirits interweaves the tragic story of a mother’s loss of her son with a revealing look at the largely unknown history of a time when the world wasn’t simply divided into male and female and many Native American cultures held places of honor for people of integrated genders. Fred Martinez was nádleehí, a male-bodied person with a feminine nature, a special gift according to his ancient Navajo culture. He was one of the youngest hate-crime victims in modern history when he was brutally murdered at sixteen by a young man who bragged to friends that he had “bug-smashed a fag.” Two Spirits explores the life and death of this boy who was also a girl, and the essentially spiritual nature of gender. Two Spirits tells compelling stories about traditions that were once widespread among the indigenous cultures of North America. The film explores the contemporary lives and history of Native two-spirit people — who combine the traits of both men and women with qualities that are also unique to individuals who express multiple genders. Two Spirits mourns the young Fred Martinez and the threatened disappearance of the two-spirit tradition, but it also brims with hope and the belief that we all are enriched by multi-gendered people, and that all of us — regardless of ethnicity, gender, sexuality, or cultural heritage — benefit from being free to be our truest selves.

Co- Sponsored by Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian Straight Alliance (BGLSA), Students Associated for Latin America (SALA), Safe Zone Ally Project. This Film will be followed by a Diversity Dialogue- Panelists include:

November  30th  2011, 7 pm- 9 pm, USC Russell House theater\

The Thick Dark Fog –

Randy Vasquez (U.S.) (60 min)
Documents the emotional journey of Walter Littlemoon, a 69 year-old Lakota man, who begins to heal himself, his community and his heritage after painful experiences at a Federal government boarding school. Walter Littlemoon attended a federal Indian boarding school in South Dakota sixty years ago. The mission of many of these schools in 1950, was still to “kill the Indian and save the man.” The children were not allowed to be Indians – to speak their language or express their culture or native identity in any way at the risk of being severely beaten, humiliated or abused. What effects did these actions cause? Many Indians, like Walter, lived with this unresolved trauma into adulthood, acting it out through alcoholism and domestic violence. At age 58, Walter decided to write and publish his memoirs as a way to explain his past abusive behaviors to his estranged children. But dealing with the memories of his boarding school days nearly put an end to it. “The Thick Dark Fog” tells the story of how Walter confronted the “thick dark fog” of his past so that he could renew himself and his community
“HOLY MAN: THE USA vs DOUGLAS WHITE”

Director: Jennifer Jessum,  85 minutes,  Narrated by Martin Sheen

Holy Man is the story of Douglas White, an 88 year old Lakota Sioux medicine man from Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota, who spent 17 years in federal prison for a crime he did not commit. During the making of this film, filmmakers uncovered new evidence of White’s innocence and brought the case back to Federal Court. Holy Man offers a rare glimpse into the mysterious world of Lakota religion, their intimate connection to the land, and a provocative expose of the systemic injustice that Native Americans face in the criminal justice system.

Riding the Removal - Bikers on the "Trail of Tears" ( 70 min)
World Premiere  
by Directors,  Tighe Wachacha (EBCI) & Matthew Yates

This documentary traces the steps of 17 riders who rode the 900-mile route of the "Trail of Tears." "2011 Remember the Removal" this was the third time Cherokee Indian riders have retraced the Trail of Tears route. On June 6th 2011, seventeen Cherokee Indians from North Carolina and Oklahoma awoke together on the grounds of New Echota, the former capital of the Cherokee Nation.  These Cherokee men and women will leave New Echota on their bicycles, following a path their ancestors were forced to take over 170 yrs. ago: the Northern route of the Trail of Tears.  “Riding the Removal” chronicles this thoughtful journey while reflecting on the history of the Trail of Tears. Using interviews and footage shot during the ride, “Riding the Removal” follows the physical and emotional trials of the riders and their ancestors. From the ride’s conception and the riders’ training to leaving that first morning and finally arriving in Tahlequah, OK almost 3 weeks later, this documentary not only examines the ride itself, but the lasting effects of the Trail of Tears on a nation. Twelve riders from Cherokee Nation and six riders from the Eastern Band of Cherokees undertook the challenge, which lasted more than three weeks. This was the first year the Eastern Band of Cherokees have participated in the event. From the Cherokee Nation: Candace Alsenay of Keys, 17; Carson Spencer of Keys, 22; David Comingdeer of Stilwell; Spencer Comingdeer of Stilwell, 17; Haydn Comingdeer of Stilwell, 15; Joe Keener of Claremore, 17; Lillie Keener of Claremore, 16; Baron O'Field of Tahlequah, 23; Kye Quickel of Roland, 23; Anaweg Smith of Tahlequah, 18; Kurt Rogers of Tahlequah, 22; Sarah Holcomb of Vian, 22; From the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians: Casey Cooper of Birdtown, NC; Hugh Lambert of Big Y, NC, 55; Tara McCoy of Birdtown, NC, 40; Blaine Parker of Yellowhill, NC, 16; Sheena Kanott of Yellowhill, NC, 22; Jack Teesatakie of Snowbird, NC, 62.
  
“Film Talks” and Questions and Answers dialogue between film screenings

Questions & Answers with Native American Leaders, people, Native Film makers about current issues in American Indian experiences, Native Americans and Film Interpretation, South Carolina Native American Indian issues and concerns...American Indian Depictions in American Cinema

14th Annual Native American Film Festival – November 1-30 – USC & Nickelodeon Theatre

